
 In the village of Sora Lupirana the water used 
to arrive on the back of a bicycle in a plastic 
bottle. 
Now 51 families have safe running water piped 
to their houses. Every family has had a course 
in hygiene and the maintenance of their water 
system. Additionally, each family pays around 
$1 a month into a communal upkeep fund. 
Planning has to be realistic. No system can be 
100% clear of problems  or faults. To this end 
our technicians will visit the community for up 
to three years to check that the water is still 
flowing as it should.  Our supporters can know 
that their donations are working long-term. 

Images of QBL greenhouses 

Where the water arrives by bicycle 
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Focus on five neighboring villages 
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For the next two years, QBLUS will focus 
most of our efforts on one area in the Paca-
jes province west of La Paz. Our plan is to 
bring basic water supplies to a cluster of vil-
lages with the idea of boosting the whole 
area.  
Those of you who read our newsletters and 
appeals will have read about the levels of 
poverty in the villages where we work. The 
Pacajes area is especially poor. Reaching the 
area in the rainy season entails crossing 
dangerously deep rivers. The houses are of 
mud brick with dirt floors. The long seven 
month dry season means fetching water in 
buckets from distant sources. In the Depart-
ment of La Paz statistics show that eight of 
every 1000 children die before they reach 
the age of two. In the Pacajes area, that 
number reaches 90 children out of 1000. 
That means that almost one child in ten dies 
before their second birthday.  
 
By concentrating on one area we can lift 
these villages up the first step up the ladder 

 The QBL office is in Southern California. Despite the 
rain this winter we are still in a long term drought. Yet 
we can go to the kitchen knowing there will be water in 
the tap for our coffee. We can still flush the toilet and 
wash our hands. We can  shower and brush our  teeth 
each morning. We can wash our cars and water the 
plants in the yard.  
QBL works in villages where there isn’t a single faucet 
in the whole community—where water is the most pre-
cious and valued commodity—where drought means 
losing crops and having to migrate to the city to live in 
the squalor of urban poverty. 
Can we begin to understand the excitement of getting 
fresh safe water from your own tap outside your door? 

Precious water 

out of poverty. We can free people from the 
grind of carrying in their water every day of 
the year. We can give them that luxury that 
we take for granted more than any other—
safe drinking water. 
 
Our task is daunting. We’re going to need 
around $80 000 in the next two years. Experi-
ence over 15 years has taught us to look at 
one village, one family at a time.  
 
About $600 will pipe water to one house—a 
family of perhaps five or six people. However, 
we have negotiated a partnership with the 
local government with the result that we only 
have to find $340 for each family. That means 
that a $70 donation could provide safe run-
ning water to one Bolivian for the rest of his 
or her life. Less than one fifth the cost of an 
iPhone, or three tanks of gas for your car.   A 
pretty good investment. 
Can you pledge $70? Send your check to the 
address on the back of this newsletter. 
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From the start 15 years ago QBL has worked al-
most completely with the Aymara people of Bo-
livia. 

Who are the Aymara? They are an indigenous 
group almost two million strong.  Their culture 
stretches back to around 700 BC. For centuries 
they controlled a large part of what are now 
Peru, Bolivia and Chile. Their capital Tiahuanaco 
near Lake Titicaca was the largest and most ad-
vanced city in South America. 

They were conquered by the Inca just 50 or 60 
years before the arrival of the Spanish, who  
therefore wrote about the Inca not the Aymara. 

Despite the inroads of the global society, their 
culture remains strong. Even in the city the 
women still wear their bowler hats and colorful 
shawls as an outward sign of the pride in their 
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Support from 164 Quaker meetings 

At the last count QBL has been supported by donations 
from 164 Quaker meetings in the US, UK, Ireland and 
Germany. 

Meetings have sold books and cakes, sponsored fund-
raising dinners, and given donations from Meeting 
funds.  

In the UK it’s almost a tradition that meetings have 
monthly collections for a charity or non-profit. There 
will be a bowl on a table by the door where Friends 
drop in their loose change or the odd £5 or £10 note. 
By the end of the month the average collection is just 
over $90.  

Let us know if your church or meeting would consider 
making a collection for Quaker Bolivia Link.  If you 
would like to support a particular project of village we 
can set that up for you. Young Friends especially may 
want to identify with one community, and work to-
wards providing them with a water supply. 

To help you we can send a photo exhibition, leaflets 
and a PowerPoint presentation with commentary. 

 

Quaker Bolivia Link is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit. 

Donations are fully tax-deductible 

The Aymara people 

distinct identity. 

In the rural areas where we work most 
of the people speak Aymara. Under new 
laws children are educated in their native 
Aymara. Ancient pre–Christian beliefs are 
just below the surface. The earth god-
dess Pachamama still holds sway. The 
people make offerings to her for success 
of crops and to cure sickness. 
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According to a UN report 

apart from countries at war 

or suffering short term 

natural disasters, rural pov-

erty in parts of Bolivia is 

among the most acute in 

the world.  

QBL - 

 

Has financed and ad-

ministered over 170 

development projects 

among the people of 

the High Andes 

 

Works alongside the 

people, listening  to 

their needs and hopes. 

 

Works among rural 

communities to com-

bat migration to the 

cities. 

 

Works with groups 

and communities re-

gardless of  their relig-

ion. 

 

Works especially with 

women as the most 

direct way to combat 

poverty. 

 

Believes in small-scale 

projects which bring 

long-term measurable 

benefit. A community 

project budget is typi-

cally only $12,000ð

$15,000. 

 

Sojata is a two hour drive from La Paz followed by another hour of 
walking on a dirt track. 
The adobe houses have straw roofs and dirt floors. At over 12,400 feet 
above sea level the nights are icy cold, and there is no heating.  
Plots of land are small and the soil poor and thin. Diets are typically 
high in carbohydrates with very little variety. 
Now 26 families with children under 12 in Sojata have QBL green-
houses where they are growing a range of vegetables. Diets are no-
ticeably improved. Some are finding that they are producing a surplus 
which they can sell in local markets.  
And the cost? Around $600 per family, including long-term monitoring, 
and a course in greenhouses cultivation from our technicians.  
Our thanks to all of you who sent your checks and made this a reality. 

Greenhouses in Sojata producing healthy vegetables 


